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Visual Analysis
The painting is the work of Henri Matisse and is entitled the Woman in a Purple Coat. The subject matter of the work is a display of opulence. This is shown by a woman who is portrayed to be having an attractive outfit in a rich background full of decorations of flowers and a comfortable bed. The work contains a variety of types of forms. The painting contains natural forms which entails a bouquet of flowers in the fore ground and background. There is figurative form which is the woman, built form which is the wall. Additionally there are various visual elements that are richly used in the painting.
Henry Matisse uses contour lines to demarcate and separate forms. For instance, there are contour lines separating the woman from the bed on which she lies on. Additionally, the contour lines separate the vase and the wall from the woman. Horizontal lines are also used independently, lines form the shape of the flower vase and the bed lining. Vertical lines are also used to reveal the height of the vase, and the arm of the bed where the woman rests on. Moreover the curved black lines that trace the woman’s coat suggest the ease and comfort with which she rests majestically on her bed.
Another visual element that Matisse utilizes greatly is shape, he uses shape to denote the richness of the room where the woman is. Firstly, curvilinear shape denotes the face of the woman in the purple coat. Her stern face indicates the reason why her surrounding only entail figurative flowers and a colorful background suggesting she distinguishes herself from others and values her surroundings.  Circles and ellipses are also evident in use, these have been used to portray the flower heads and oval shaped fruits on top of the vase. The vase is brought about in three dimensions with rectangular sides and a round top where the flower arises in an inverted triangle. Generally, Matisse utilizes shapes to bring out the warm feeling of the environment that he woman sis on, the composition of his work is drawn toward a calm warm ambience that the woman relaxes in.
Tone is used to bring out the rhythm and tranquility of the work. The tone is lighter on the foreground and the brightness fades towards the background. This displays the dramatic atmosphere that is filled with a bright colorful nature of flower creating an illusion of form that looks like a garden. Additionally, the contrast of light and darkness, although the woman likes a brightly colored surrounding, there is an element of her dark side in the way she is portrayed as a lone person.
Matisse’s abstract use of color and space expresses a sense of contentment and satisfaction for the woman in a purple coat. The expression on her face shows satisfaction and contentment but her general outlook present her as lonely. Her surrounding is full of natural form in terms of flowers which reveal a warm set up this contrast with the content of the piece of art since she is a single person with no company other than satisfaction by her own self.
This work by Matisse is impressive. The use of elements in his work is artistic and the embroidery of flowers and the entire outlook is amazing. I rather love the use of tone and colour to create an entirely a garden in a room that is in unison with the woman. This piece of art is perfect and communicates in silence, figuratively looking at it reminds me of a walk in the garden where the beauty and the sweet scent of flowers in a hot afternoon. In deed the painting has value and is unique. This is due to the wholesomeness of the form and content that are in total agreement in the work.
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